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NOTZS ON EMERGENCY MEZZTING OF TE=
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

AUGUST 20, 1968 10 o

THOSE ATTEZNDING THE MEETING WERE P ; Yo 2
b K e l)
he P : Vi) 43-479+
Thae President i b e b
Secretary Rusk Y ———— ate 249.95
Ceneral Wheeler
CIA Direcior Helms
The Vice Presicent
Ambdassacor Bail
Walt Rostow
TLeonard Marks
George Caristian
Torm= Jonnsoxn
Secretarv Rusx: This surprises me,

vidence is: (1) Withdrew Soviet's anes to
szck, (3)

4) Maneuvers.
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Cerneral Wheels-: Polaxnc, Hungary, Bulgaria and USSR Tr
movec in:

aircraft into Poland
aircrait into border area
a
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it entered Czechoslovakia

0 ia Czechoslovakia
18in §.°W. Poland
2= i3 central Soland

Prague domestic radio tells peosle not to resist
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i asked you to come here because of the

Ambassador Doorynin called mie la

. 11 essage. He read irom a long-hand not«

i told him we would give it nvading
Czecnosiovakia because th i

5 : gLt Nagbs B
I notifiec the Secretary of State and called this NSC meeting to analyze
these actions and try to determine wnat our naticna. interest is
I¢ is ona country invading anotner Communist couniry. It is aggr
There is cdanger in aggression anywhere.
We nced to give irmmediate thought to timing of meeting with Scvi The
ace=ca is mmore icll mow than deiore. We must discuss all sroblems beiore
gexn is‘irore icll
us. Is October agreeadle or snould we meet earliers
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shows they hold the USA i1a contempt,
Walt Rostow: Read ¥BIS 07 3clletin (INSERT B)
Secresary vk We co not know yet i the Czechs will raisc a voice
“nere is not a great deal we can do if they don't. We could stunoort the
Czechs in the United Nations and through USIA. If we do they can out
cessure on the West, particularly Berlin.  Kruschev callec Serlin
--& testicles of the West and when he wanted to create pressura he
sScueezzd there,
Secresarv Rusk: Drait reply to Dobrynin read.
We have a public problem as well, We must decide what moral force

2nd dolitical force we should oring tobear. The big quesszion is whaat the

Czech reaction will be. I woulé not move ahead in next day or
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-~e Fresideat: We should talk to Dobrynin toni

Secretasy Rusk: For the press to know I call him i to give Zim our
views it will be good to position oursealves publicly.
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Walt Rostow: There are two points in Rusk's statement.

The President: I am amazed that Dobrynin told me it was at the request
of the Czech government and the Czech government was never told.

We must talk to him about the other announcement,

The President: We reviewed information and information given by
Ambassador Dobrynin.

The President instructed Rusk to ask Dobrynin in to discuss this matter,
The Secretary could say:

(a) Astonished at this news.
(b) Not opportune time to make announcement tomorrow.

Tell allies we are dismayed and outline what should be anticipated.

Secretary Clifford: They had first meeting. It seemed to go well,
They had a meeting of the Warsaw Pact countries.

I am not clear as to the reason the Soviets took this action.

The President: We have been fearful that they lost so much face they
had to return. They could not stand to move in until the other ducks were
in a row, ¢

CIA Director Helms: It is not what has happened but what has not
happened. They wanted to see if the Czechs would clamp down on the
press. They did not,

The President: Wasn't this hard to swallow?

CIA Director Helms: Yes. Military exercises were designed to see how
the troops could move in.

The President:Should the Secretary talk to Dobrynin tonight?

CIA Director Helms: Yes.

Sec'retarx Clifford: Czechoslovakia is just one piece on the chessboard.
This march will have effects on Poland, Bulgaria, Rumania and Hungary.
We must visualize what effect this will have on other countries.
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Secretacy Clifford: Iagree we have *0 speak to Dobrynin. W
c

The President: This seems str

; ige 1n light of (a) peaceiul uses of
atomiic energy and (b) the scheculed Geneva meeting. (c) Tre
scheculed Ceneva announcement, Then this bombsheil.

Secretary Clifiord: It may be that Suoreme Soviet rumblings causad this
Ambzassador Bzll: They have been concerned adout the internal structure
of the Warsaw Pact and about not desiroying the relationshis with tha
United States,

This occurred just befora the Democratic convention, just as Huagarian
invasion occurred before election

We can't be idle in the Uniteé Nations about this

Ceneral Wheeler: There is no nlitary action we can take. Wa do nos

2
ise and troops on the border. I think this miessage is an insuls
&

nited States,
They say keep your hands oif.

Dean (Secretary Rusk) should Say the future course of US-USSR relations

deoends on how this is harcdlec,

ge Presicent: A. Do we send for him? B. Dowe s

Tment? C. Do we say we are utterly di mayed by it,
e

reconcil nis statement with othes- statements we've received.

Secretarv Rusk: Czechoslovakia is 3rd arms supplier to Vietmam

s T}

—2neral Wheeler: That is because th y were told to.

Secrerary Clfford: Bu g2ts to the heart of this matter. Thev may
be sincerely conciliatory, Suppose there is no combat. Suopose
there is a pullout, They had a lot of troops in there two weexs a. o.
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==& Dresideat: I sympathize with General Wheeler's views. We do
L - - . 1Y .

BAVe Lo say what we feel. 1. Call in Dobrynin. 2. Tell him we wo
' Tmake announcement., 3. Tell aim we asked Council to meet,

The Vice President: We need to show caution. The Czechs touched
the heart of the Communis: revolution. All you can do is saost and ta
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